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however, several important precipitates in the Jewish
consciousness. The first obvious one is in the national
memories, which the circumstances of Jewish history
since the destruction of Jerusalem have only
aggrandized. When the Jews in dispersion suffered
'under unfriendly rulers, they recalled with urgent
longing the idealized times when they were ruled by
their own. It left, too, a memory of unity, which,
again, later Jewish history has supported, and even
strengthened. It is this historic unity, as we have
seen, that creates the impression of racialism. But the
most important consequence of the national period in
Jewish history was the belief that Palestine was a
necessity for the Jewish religion and for a full religious
life of the Jew.

In traditional Jewish thought and belief, Palestine
and all it stood for has had, and for many Orthodox
Jews has, an outstanding significance* Atoning
power was ascribed to it. Pious Orthodox Jews
believe that there is a unique efficacy in burial in
Palestine. It is a way of obtaining forgiveness of
sins. Those who cannot be buried there have a
'handful of its earth put in their coffins. In a less
mystical sense, Palestine was valued as the only land
where the practices of Judaism, including the sacri-
ficial system, could be fully carried out* A Temple